IDEAL WOMEN

I think I know what men want from women. How did I come by my knowledge? By embarking on an unscientific survey of my male friends, asking them to discus the qualities they most admire in women. I made notes and compressed them into a list. Here it is.
Intelligent. All of my friends say that this is the most importan quality. They are not interested in slowwitted women.
Homour. Men usually realize that laughter is the best remedy for the difficulties of living, and a sense of humou is highly prized.

Self-reliance. These days, men are much more atracted to the idea of women as partners than as dependents. The self-reliant women, confident in her own abilities to function, can cheer her man’s work and isn’t jealous of its burden on his time and energi.

Self-reliance is not simply a matter of economics. Men make some of their most brutal jokes about the whimpering female who can’t hail a cab without male help. In spite of the changing of roles of women, this helpless type persists. Some insecure men are still attracted to them, but to most men, they are just a pain.

Beuty. It is not news that men are still powerfully attracted to beautiful women. In some important ways, the standards of physical beauty are undergoing a gradual redefinition. Men express open admiration for women who are healthy, well-groomed, and confident.

On the other hand, few men have patience with women who constantly discuss their diets or health clubs. Health is one thing, narcissism quite another.

Now, if so many men have clear ideas about women, why do they also speak about them with puzzlement? They are responding in quite a confused way to the confused message sent to them by women. After a decade and a half in which women demanded space, men gave it to them, and women then demanded intimacy. After prolonged insistence on freedom, women grow angry at men who would not make comitments. The result is confusion, anger and baffelement.

“What do women want?” one friend asks, echoing an old complaint. Like most men, he is waiting to hear. For along time now, women have been talking to one another. It’s time they talked with men. Not at them, but with them. There will be no resulting state of perfection, but together they might well have very good time. 
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